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maintained.

Implementing good practice
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It is your responsibility to ensure your soil 
management is sustainable.



DairyCatch
DairyingForTomorrow

SOIL MANAGEMENT

2-3

2.1 MONITORING SOIL CONDITION

Implementing Good Practice
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  A Wire Quadrat.
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A Penetrometer

An
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Ground cover.
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Soil compaction.

Fauna diversity.

Root development.

In the case of annual pastures, 
this test should be delayed for two weeks after the break of 
the season.

Soil Structure.
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Slaking or aggregate stability.

Earthworms.

Soil pH.

Review your results and follow up on poor areas 
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Rating

Good Poor

ponding or runoff after rain ponding

during part of year

Adding organic matter.
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2.2 AVOIDING TRAFFIC ON WET SOILS
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Department of Primary Industries Water and the Environment. 
2005
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2.3 IMPROVING ORGANIC MATTER CONTENT 
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• Climate

o

mean annual temperature. 

• Soil type

• Vegetative growth

• Topography

• Tillage

Further Information
Department of Natural Resources and Mines.2005.

Department of Natural Resources and Mines.2005.

Department of Primary Industries Water and the Environment. 2005.
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2.4 LIMING

2

2
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+

Implementing Good Practice 
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2.2.

Species Sensitivity Critical pH (CaCl2)

5.0

Barley

4.8

4.5

Millet

Millet

Cereal rye

tolerant 4.1

Setaria

Serradella
Very tolerant

Department of Agriculture. 2002. 

online from

Penny, S. 2002.

Woods, A. 2003.

Kingdon. B. 2000.
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2.5 CARRYING CAPACITY

Gallagher. S and Olney G. 2005.

van Gool. D, K Angell, and L Stephens. 2000.
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2.6 NUTRIENT BUDGETING AND MAPPING
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Implementing Good Practice
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Fertiliser Industry Federation of Australia.  2001.

Clifton,C, C Mc Gregor, R Standen, S Fritsch. 2004.
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