
;PWZ�MVY�THUHNPUN�JV^Z�[V�PTWYV]L�LѝJPLUJ �̀�PUJYLHZL�WYVÄ[�
and reduce emissions

Why focus on the herd?
<UWYVK\J[P]L�HUPTHSZ�JVZ[�TVUL �̀�LTP[�NYLLUOV\ZL�NHZLZ�
HUK�WYVK\JL�SLZZ�TPSR��;OL�TVYL�VM�[OLT�[OLYL�HYL�VU�`V\Y�
MHYT�HZ�H�WYVWVY[PVU�VM�[OL�[V[HS�OLYK��[OL�TVYL�LTPZZPVUZ�
PU[LUZP]L�`V\Y�VWLYH[PVU�PZ��*VU]LYZLS �̀�[OL�TVZ[�WYVK\J[P]L�
JV^Z�WYVK\JL�[OL�TVZ[�TPSR�WLY�\UP[�VM�MLLK��THRL�[OL�TVZ[�
TVUL`�HUK�WYVK\JL�[OL�SLHZ[�LTPZZPVUZ�WLY�RN�VM�TPSR�ZVSPKZ��
(WWS`PUN�ILZ[�WYHJ[PJL�THUHNLTLU[�[V�PTWYV]L�OLYK�SVUNL]P[ �̀�
MLY[PSP[ �̀�[YHUZP[PVU�JV^�THUHNLTLU[�HUK�OLHS[O�JHU�OH]L�THQVY�
LќLJ[Z�VU�SPML[PTL�JV^�WYVK\J[P]P[ �̀�HUK�[OLYLMVYL�WYVÄ[HIPSP[`�
HUK�MHYT�LTPZZPVUZ�PU[LUZP[ �̀�
(Z�(\Z[YHSPHU�HNYPJ\S[\YL�THRLZ�P[Z�^H`�PU�HU�PUJYLHZPUNS`�H�
JHYIVU�JVUZ[YHPULK�^VYSK��\UKLYZ[HUKPUN�HUK�PTWSLTLU[PUN�
WYHJ[PJLZ�[OH[�YLK\JL�LTPZZPVUZ�PU[LUZP[`�^OPSL�PUJYLHZPUN�
WYVÄ[HIPSP[`�THRLZ�NVVK�I\ZPULZZ�ZLUZL�HZ�WHY[�VM�[OL�
L]LY`KH`�THUHNLTLU[�VM�WYVÄ[HISL�KHPY`�MHYTZ�

How does it work?

Extended longevity will reduce emissions intensity
)`�PUJYLHZPUN�[OL�HNL�H[�^OPJO�TH[\YL�JV^Z�HYL�J\SSLK�`V\�
YLK\JL�[OL�WYVWVY[PVU�VM�[OLPY�SPMLZWHU�[OH[�PZ�\UWYVK\J[P]L��
;OPZ�YLZ\S[Z�PU�SV^LY�LTPZZPVUZ�PU[LUZP[ �̀�.YLH[LY�SVUNL]P[`�
HSZV�TLHUZ�[OH[�ML^LY�YLWSHJLTLU[Z�HYL�YLX\PYLK�[V�THPU[HPU�
OLYK�ZPaL�HUK�TPSR�WYVK\J[PVU��/LPMLY�YLWSHJLTLU[Z�WYVK\JL�
LTPZZPVUZ�I\[�UV[�TPSR��ZV�OH]PUN�H�SV^LY�WYVWVY[PVU�VM�[OLT�
PU�`V\Y�OLYK�HSZV�YLK\JLZ�MHYT�LTPZZPVUZ�PU[LUZP[`�HUK�[OL�
JVZ[Z�HZZVJPH[LK�^P[O�MLLKPUN�HUK�THPU[HPUPUN�\UWYVK\J[P]L�
stock.
Less dry cows means more milk for the same emissions
You can increase lifetime production and reduce input costs 
HUK�LTPZZPVUZ�PU[LUZP[`�I`�TPUPTPZPUN�[OL�SLUN[O�VM�[PTL�[OH[�
JV^Z�ZWLUK�PU�KY`�WLYPVKZ��9LK\JPUN�[OL�[PTL�[V�ÄYZ[�JHS]PUN�
I`�LUZ\YPUN�OLPMLYZ�HYL�Z\P[HIS`�THUHNLK�[V�JHS]L�H[����
TVU[OZ�PZ�VUL�^H`�[V�HJOPL]L�[OPZ�

0TWSLTLU[PUN�HU�L_[LUKLK�SHJ[H[PVU�Z`Z[LT�^PSS�HSZV�YLK\JL�
[OL�U\TILY�VM�KY`�JV^Z�HUK�YLWSHJLTLU[Z��7YVK\J[PVU�
ILULÄ[Z�PUJS\KL�L_[YH�KH`Z�PU�TPSR�HUK�OPNOLY�TPSR�ZVSPKZ�
JVUJLU[YH[PVU��HZ�^LSS�HZ�WV[LU[PHS�YLK\J[PVUZ�PU�IYLLKPUN�HUK�
HUPTHS�OLHS[O�JVZ[Z��HUK�^VYRSVHK��:[\KPLZ�VU�(\Z[YHSPHU�KHPY`�
Z`Z[LTZ�OH]L�ZOV^U�[OH[�L_[LUKLK�SHJ[H[PVU�Z`Z[LTZ�YLK\JLK�
YLWSHJLTLU[�YH[LZ�I`� ��
Improved fertility will reduce emissions intensity
0TWYV]PUN�`V\Y�OLYK»Z�MLY[PSP[`�]PH�IYLLKPUN�VY�U\[YP[PVU�^PSS�YLZ\S[�
PU�NYLH[LY�SPML[PTL�WYVK\J[PVU�WLY�JV^�HUK�ML^LY�YLWSHJLTLU[Z��
IV[O�VM�^OPJO�^PSS�PUJYLHZL�MHYT�WYVÄ[HIPSP[`�HUK�YLK\JL�
LTPZZPVUZ�PU[LUZP[ �̀�.VVK�[YHUZP[PVU�JV^�THUHNLTLU[�PZ�H�RL`�
LSLTLU[�VM�[OPZ��HZ�THUHNLTLU[�K\YPUN�[OPZ�WLYPVK�^PSS�HќLJ[�
UV[�VUS`�OLYK�MLY[PSP[`�I\[�HSZV�TPSR�WYVK\J[PVU��YLWSHJLTLU[�
YH[LZ�HUK�JV^�OLHS[O�

Profitable dairy farming: 
Good business management reduces greenhouse gases
.L[[PUN�OLYK�HUK�IYLLKPUN�THUHNLTLU[�YPNO[!�TVYL�WYVÄ[��ML^LY�LTPZZPVUZ

Key points 
��/LPMLYZ�HUK�\UWYVK\J[P]L�HUPTHSZ�JVZ[�TVUL`�[V�
THPU[HPU��HUK�JVU[PU\L�[V�WYVK\JL�NYLLUOV\ZL�NHZ�
LTPZZPVUZ�K\YPUN�[OLPY�\UWYVK\J[P]L�WLYPVKZ

��9LK\JPUN�[OL�HTV\U[�VM�[PTL�[OH[�JV^Z�HYL�
unproductive will reduce farm emissions 

��;OL�RL`�^H`Z�[V�YLK\JL�\UWYVK\J[P]L�WLYPVKZ�HYL�
[OYV\NO�[PTLS`�TH[PUN��MLY[PSP[ �̀�YLK\JPUN�YLWSHJLTLU[�
rates and increasing lifetime cow production.

Key recommendations
�� 0TWYV]L�SVUNL]P[ �̀�MLY[PSP[ �̀�[PTL�[V�ÄYZ[�JHSM��[YHUZP[PVU�
JV^�THUHNLTLU[�HUK�OLYK�OLHS[O�[V�YLK\JL�
YLWSHJLTLU[�YH[LZ��PUJYLHZL�SPML[PTL�HUPTHS�
WYVK\J[P]P[`�HUK�WYVÄ[HIPSP[ �̀�HUK�YLK\JL�LTPZZPVUZ�
PU[LUZP[`

�� 0TWYV]L�MLLK�JVU]LYZPVU�LѝJPLUJ`�[V�YLK\JL�PUW\[�
costs and emissions.



Comfortable, healthy, well-fed cows will produce 
fewer emissions
0SS�OLHS[O��PUHKLX\H[L�KPL[�VY�Z[YLZZ�^PSS�HSS�YLK\JL�TPSR�`PLSK��
TLHUPUN�HU�PUJYLHZL�PU�LTPZZPVUZ�PU[LUZP[ �̀�4PUPTPZPUN�
[OL�VJJ\YYLUJL�HUK�ZL]LYP[`�VM�KPZLHZL�PU�`V\Y�OLYK��HUK�
WYV]PKPUN�ZOHKL�HUK�ZOLS[LY�[V�YLK\JL�LU]PYVUTLU[HS�
Z[YLZZ�JHU�OLSW�H]VPK�ZPNUPÄJHU[�SVZZLZ�PU�TPSR�`PLSK��(WHY[�
MYVT�[OL�KPYLJ[�WYVK\J[PVU�LќLJ[�VU�WYVÄ[HIPSP[ �̀�[YLLZ�
HUK�ZOY\IZ�WSHU[LK�HZ�ZOLS[LYILS[Z�VU�`V\Y�WYVWLY[`�JHU�
WYV]PKL�H�U\TILY�VM�HKKP[PVUHS�ILULÄ[Z�MVY�UH[\YHS�YLZV\YJL�
management.
(UPTHSZ�IYLK�MVY�MLLK�JVU]LYZPVU�LɉJPLUJ`�^PSS�IL�
less emissions-intensive
4VYL�MLLK�LѝJPLU[�HUPTHSZ�^PSS�\ZL�H�NYLH[LY�WYVWVY[PVU�
VM�[OLPY�KPL[�MVY�TPSR�WYVK\J[PVU��YLK\JPUN�[OL�HTV\U[�[OH[�
PZ�L_JYL[LK�HZ�LP[OLY�TL[OHUL�VY�UP[YV\Z�V_PKL��0U�[OL�ULHY�
M\[\YL�P[�^PSS�IL�WVZZPISL�[V�ZLSLJ[�I\SSZ�VU�[OL�IHZPZ�VM�[OLPY�
MLLK�JVU]LYZPVU�LѝJPLUJ`�^OPJO�^PSS�TLHU�IL[[LY�MLLK�
\[PSPZH[PVU��ML^LY�PUW\[Z��SLZZ�^HZ[L�HUK�OPNOLY�WYVK\J[PVU�
per unit of input.
)YLLKPUN�[V�YLK\JL�LTPZZPVUZ�PU[LUZP[`�VќLYZ�H�TVYL�
WLYTHULU[�HUK�J\T\SH[P]L�VW[PVU�[OHU�TVZ[�V[OLY�
THUHNLTLU[�Z[YH[LNPLZ��HUK�ZOV\SK�IL�JVZ[�LќLJ[P]L�PU�
TVZ[�Z`Z[LTZ�

Case study: In calf, on time, every time
9VI��5VYT�HUK�3LZSL`�-YHTW[VU�VWLYH[L�[OLPY�����OH�
KHPY`�MHYT�º:[YH[OHSI`U»�ULHY�.H^SLY�PU�UVY[OLYU�;HZTHUPH��
TPSRPUN�����JV^Z�VU�H�WLYLUUPHS�Y`LNYHZZ�IHZL��7YVK\J[PVU�
SHZ[�ZLHZVU�^HZ�����RN�TPSR�ZVSPKZ�
;OL�MHTPS`�OH]L�^VYRLK�OHYK�[V�PTWYV]L�[OLPY�OLYK»Z�MLY[PSP[`�
V]LY�[OL�WHZ[�ML^�`LHYZ��RLLWPUN�YLWSHJLTLU[Z�MYVT�LHYS`�
JHS]PUN�JV^Z�HUK�ZVTL[PTLZ�[OL�LHYS`�JHS]PUN�OLPMLYZ�
�KLWLUKPUN�VU�OLYK�YLX\PYLTLU[Z���HUK�ZLSLJ[PUN�ZPYLZ�
IHZLK�VU�IYLLKPUN�]HS\L�MVY�MLY[PSP[`�HZ�^LSS�HZ�SVUNL]P[ �̀�
JHS]PUN�LHZL�HUK�WYV[LPU�WYVK\J[PVU��;OLYL�PZ�HSZV�H�Z[YVUN�
LTWOHZPZ�VU�J\SSPUN�MVY�MLY[PSP[ �̀�THZ[P[PZ�HUK�JLSS�JV\U[��
;OL�-YHTW[VUZ�ILSPL]L�[OH[�RLLWPUN�YLWSHJLTLU[Z�MYVT�
LHYS`�JHS]PUN�JV^Z�OHZ�YLZ\S[LK�PU�H�TVYL�MLY[PSL�OLYK��;OLPY�
LTWOHZPZ�VU�IYLLKPUN�HUK�THUHNPUN�MVY�MLY[PSP[`�HSSV^Z�MVY�
H�ZOVY[LY�(0�WLYPVK��TPUPTHS�L_[LYUHS�SHIV\Y��HUK�H�[PNO[�
JHS]PUN�WH[[LYU�^P[OV\[�[OL�ULLK�MVY�JHS]PUN�PUK\J[PVU�

(JJVYKPUN�[V�9VI��[OLPY�LTWOHZPZ�PZ�VU�LѝJPLUJ`!�
“We’re focused on production per hectare rather than 
production per cow,” he said. “It’s all about turning as much 
grass as possible into milk.”
-VY�[OL�-YHTW[VUZ��PTWYV]PUN�MLY[PSP[`�THRLZ�LJVUVTPJ�HUK�
LU]PYVUTLU[HS�ZLUZL�¶�P[�TH_PTPZLZ�YLWYVK\J[PVU�LѝJPLUJ �̀�
HUK�YLK\JLZ�LTPZZPVUZ�PU[LUZP[ �̀�;OL�PTWYV]LTLU[Z�PU�MLY[PSP[`�
HUK�[OL�[PNO[�JHS]PUN�WH[[LYU�OH]L�HSZV�SLK�[V�H�OPNO�SL]LS�VM�
SHIV\Y�LѝJPLUJ �̀�ZH]PUN�IV[O�[PTL�HUK�TVUL �̀

Conclusion
4HUHNPUN�OLYKZ�[V�YLK\JL�\UWYVK\J[P]L�HUPTHSZ�HUK�U\TILY�
VM�\UWYVK\J[P]L�KH`Z�THRLZ�NVVK�I\ZPULZZ�ZLUZL�MYVT�IV[O�
LTPZZPVUZ�HUK�WYVÄ[HIPSP[`�WLYZWLJ[P]LZ��-HYTLYZ�ZOV\SK�
ÄYZ[�HUK�MVYLTVZ[�JVUZPKLY�[OL�WYVK\J[P]P[`�HUK�WYVÄ[HIPSP[`�
impacts of potential emissions reduction strategies. But 
^P[O�H�YHUNL�VM�WYHJ[PJHS�VW[PVUZ�H]HPSHISL�MVY�PTWYV]PUN�
JV^�SVUNL]P[ �̀�MLY[PSP[`�HUK�OLHS[O�¶�HUK�[OLYLMVYL�YLK\JPUN�
LTPZZPVUZ�PU[LUZP[`�¶�PUJVYWVYH[PUN�[OLZL�PU[V�`V\Y�MHYTPUN�
VWLYH[PVU�THRLZ�NVVK�I\ZPULZZ�ZLUZL�

Further information
0U*HSM�9LZV\YJLZ! 
O[[W!��^^ �̂KHPY`H\Z[YHSPH�JVT�H\�(UPTHS�THUHNLTLU[�
-LY[PSP[`�(IV\[�0U*HSM�HZW_
+HPY`�*SPTH[L�;VVSRP[!  
O[[W!��^^ �̂KHPY`H\Z[YHSPH�JVT�H\�,U]PYVUTLU[�HUK�YLZV\YJLZ�
*SPTH[L�4PJYV:P[L��/VTL�HZW_

Disclaimers
The views expressed herein are not necessarily the views  
of the Commonwealth of Australia, and the Commonwealth does not 
accept responsibility for any information or advice contained herein.

Whilst all reasonable steps have been taken to ensure  
the accuracy of the information contained in this factsheet, use of the 
information contained herein is at one’s own risk. To the fullest extent 
permitted by Australian law, Dairy Australia disclaims all liability for losses, 
costs, damages and the like sustained or incurred as a result of the use or 
reliance upon the information contained herein, including, without 
limitation, liability stemming from reliance upon any part which may 
contain inadvertent errors, whether typographical or otherwise, or 
omissions of any kind.

;OL�(\Z[YHSPHU�KHPY`�PUK\Z[Y`�OHZ�JVTTP[[LK�[V�YLK\JPUN�NYLLUOV\ZL�NHZ�LTPZZPVUZ�PU[LUZP[`�I`�����I`������� 
;OPZ�WYVQLJ[�PZ�Z\WWVY[LK�I`�M\UKPUN�MYVT�+HPY`�(\Z[YHSPH�HUK�[OL�(\Z[YHSPHU�.V]LYUTLU[�
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