
DairyCatch
DairyingForTomorrow

A Partnership for Sustainable and Profitable Dairy Farming in Western Australia

ENVIRONMENTAL BEST PRACTICE GUIDELINES
1.0 FARM PLANNING



DairyCatch
DairyingForTomorrow

TABLE OF CONTENTS

               Page

1.0  Farm Planning            1-1
1.1  Developing and Implementing a Whole Farm Plan       1-3
1.2  Data Collection           1-5
1.3  Monitoring and Evaluation          1-9
1.4  Occupational Health and Safety         1-11

Back to Main Table of Contents

http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/
http://www.geocatch.asn.au/
http://www.westerndairy.com.au/
http://www.nht.gov.au/
http://www.affa.gov.au/content/output.cfm?ObjectID=D2C48F86-BA1A-11A1-A2200060B0A04284
http://www.agric.wa.gov.au


FARM PLANNING

DairyCatch
DairyingForTomorrow

1-1

FARM PLANNING

DairyCatch
DairyingForTomorrow1.0 FARM PLANNING

issues that relate to the particular farm and operation. All aspects of the farm should be coordinated together in a farm plan.

The plan is an important tool that farmers can use to integrate planning and management of environmental issues into the overall management of 

yearly.

staff and neighbours.

• Data collection

• Developing a whole farm plan

management to reduce present and prevent future degradation can be applied.  Improving natural resource condition should be a goal of all land 

planning helps to identify important management and environmental issues and enables you to develop practical solutions to problems.
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• Monitoring & assessment

Be prepared to liaise with neighbours when planned aspects of your
operation may impact on them.

labour and money.

normally start by helping you identify the information that should be included 

improvements on the farm.

In developing and maintaining a farm plan, the main issue is not cost but 

needed.

With the help of aerial photos and historical records 
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1.1 DEVELOPING AND IMPLEMENTING A WHOLE FARM PLAN

landscape, such as soil type, landforms and vegetation. Property planning also helps to identify environmental issues, concerns and the development 
of practical solutions to problems.

management can stop, reverse and prevent degradation. A WFP provides the basis to integrate practices that provide the most effective and economic 

impact.

Implementing good practice

from Harvey Water for irrigators.
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the landscape poses
• Encourages more sustainable land use and reduces environmental degradation

• Improves land condition, pasture composition, biodiversity and reduces and controls soil erosion and pasture decline

Further Information 

Thompson, C and R Standen. 1998.
Nutrient Management Initiative.
Clifton,C, C Mc Gregor, R Standen and R Fritsch. S. 2004. Landscapes and Industries Program, Current Recommended Practices for Broadacre Dryland 

Guise, N. 2004. What is property planning? Web note. Department of Agriculture Western Australia.
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1.2 DATA COLLECTION

The plan is an important tool to help you integrate environmental considerations into the overall management of your farm. Farm infrastructures 

management of the farm. 

Implementing good practice

• Soil types.

of maps, photographs and descriptions for over 50 soil types.
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• Surface water control.
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• Watercourses and drains.
features. Watercourses and main drains should be managed to prevent further degradation and should be incorporated into a 

• Opportunities to harvest surface water.

• Fences and infrastructure.

• Windbreaks and vegetation.

• Paddock fertiliser history.

• Paddock history.
chemical application.

• Monitoring locations.
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c) ensure that your plan is largely complete. 

Courses usually run in the evening – contact your local Landcare or TAFE for further information. 

in the future eliminating the need for paper maps and plastic overlays. 

Further Information 

Department of Primary Industries. 2004. 
Potato Growers’ Association of WA, Department of Agriculture Western Australia, W.A. Vegetable Growers Association, Department of Environmental 
Protection, Western Australia, Waters and Rivers Commission, Western Australia, Western Potatoes, and Horticulture Australia. 2002.
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1.3 MONITORING AND EVALUATION

Implementing good practice

A monitoring program should be implemented to assess the performance of the dairy management system. Monitoring tools and resources needed 
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Monitoring and assessing you progress allows you to keep track of all farm
activities and make changes and improvements where required.

The resources invested in monitoring and assessment can be drastically reduced by using automated computer technology.  Although initial capital and 

Further Information 

Ho, CK, A Robinson, DR Miller and MJ Davis. 2005. 
Jerrat, N.  2004.   Error Resilient Radio Transmission of Wavelet Compressed Images, Masters Thesis, Curtin University of Technology,
Western Australia.
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1.4 OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY PLANNING

on the property.

Implementing good practice

• Develop and implement a farm occupational health and safety plan outlining guidelines, induction and operating rules for all areas of the farm. 

• Tractors and machinery are leading causes of death and injury on Australian farms. Protective measures such as guard structures, dust 

• Handle, store and dispose of agricultural chemicals appropriately. See section 10.2-10.7 for further information.

and delegate jobs.  Use contractors or casuals during periods of high labour demand.
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To develop an occupational health and safety plan there are no costs involved. Time is needed to access relevant information.  Information to help 
farmers create an OHS plan for their property is readily available via the internet.

Further Information

Clifton.C, C Mc Gregor, R Standen, S Fritsch. 2004. Landscapes and Industries Program, Current Recommended Practices for Broadacre Dryland 
Agriculture. Murray Darling Basin Commission, Canberra.

http://www.workcover.wa.gov.au
http://www.safetyline.wa.gov.au
http://www.mdbc.gov.au
http://www.farmsafe.org.au
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